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Through My Mask

Steve Bland

WEell, the season is more than half
over.. How has your diving been?
| have been wet severa times, once
with Bryan in water that was a tad
rough but not enough to send
Bryan, Trex, John or | home... and
we got the urchins. And how are
other boat owners faring. Bryan
had floor problems due to bad
glass, my wiring is still kaput; Tom
is supposed to have a boat on
standby through the dive shop, a 25’
cabin cruiser with dive platform.
Cadl him to see if it redly
happened. We could
use a least 3 good
speakersto help Dennis
for therest of the year...
will settle for 2 almost
good speskers!! My
source is tapped.

August meeting

There were 14 members present and

enjoying Thai cooking before Steve

called the meeting to order. Old
business occupied the lions share of
time.

* Tom’sdive shop onthebeachis
scheduled to be open from 1-7
Mon-Saturday, but it's best to
call ahead. The compressor will
possibly be up and running this
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winter.
The web site... Bryan has made
some changes mostly on the City
of Houston page. John Huston
would like to see a bulletin
board, for sale section, dive
dates. He will photograph gear
and put it on the site. There may
be a place for the newd etter too.
Dennis Ruocco moved that we
donate $100 to REEF (Reef
Environmenta Education
Foundation). Motion seconded
and passed unanimously.
There was a reminder that Scott
Fowler welcomes divers to the
Keys. Keep him in mind when
you are headed way south.
» Dennis aso suggested that
we design and print business
cards for recruitment. He will
design one to include logo,
name, PObox, web site, and
space on reverse side for the
member’s name who givesit out.
Meetings can be posted in the
Beacon, Pilot, Peican Post,
Encore, and dive shops.
Deadlines must be looked into
before next month.



New Business:

* John Rores taked about a
Midwest dive possbility at
Merimac Springs, IL near
Vienna. There are campsites.
The Springs has

south. They are about 15 or 20
minutes further away than from
Southport to Wilmington. Dive
sites are available close to shore
with better visibility than offshore

locally because

aplanewreck. It of lessriver run
is time to think out. | think this
of anew date of offers a good
officers. Steve choice for a
will be gone on half day 2-tank
business dive in
beginning mid- shallower water
September. for those
Dennis agreed to members
serve out Steve's looking to
term. He needs refresh old or
our support and develop new
ideas. skills  without

* Next meseting is tentative. Sue
Mobley is anxious to share some
experiences with us but
unfortunately will be in Fiji, or
the Galapagos... so we will fall
back on a timely subject.
Hurricanes??

» Alston reports that a great white
shark was spotted near the Atlas
off Morehead City. Apparently a
diver was setting the anchor
when he spotted it. The boatload
decided against diving... and the
guy who went down to retrieve
the anchor confirmed it.

Slightly south

Bryan Woodard and | went to Little
River SC last week where he'd
made arrangements to get tanks
filled. The Wateree Dive Center is
now Coastal Scuba... a change of
ownership. Cameron Sebastian
remains as managing partner. They
have a large 45' boat, rated for 20
divers, broad beamed for comfort,
and slow. They pumped nitrox and
air while we waited and provide an
aternate site when you are headed

long ocean trips. Phone 800 249
9388 direct or call Bryan or myself
to see about setting up atrip. For
short runs they will go with far
fewer than 20 divers and seemed
willing to discuss discounting trip
fees.... Trex

And......

Bryan directed a request from a
group of six rebreather divers from
Goldsborough wanting to dive the
“City of Houston” to Wayne
Strickland. They are setting up a
dive about the last week in
September and would welcome any
of usto jointhem. It soundslikean
opportunity to learn something new
by joining in on that dive. Cadl
Bryan or Wayne (457 5201)

September meeting..

..will be held as usual at Thai
Peppers on the 12th. The program
with Sue Mobley as mentioned
earlier will be held at a later date.

But there is an excellent video on
Hazel that will be shown. Most of
us don't really know what Southport

was like in the early 50's and Hazel
did a number on us. It'll be fun to
march back in time. Alston and
Trex spent adive day in Morehead
City last weekend and could be
encouraged to share a few details.
Lots of fish.

..about urchins

Dennis, Brad Beecroft, and Trex
joined Bryan on a sea urchin
gathering expedition a week or so
ago. Mission accomplished in the
collection part and they got some
very good experience in the use of
a wreck reel... the viz was awful.
Degjavu Jarry Holden's article in the
May 2000 issue of the Descenders
Log on the same subject. It'sworth
areread.

Roster...
of the current (dues current that is)
membership is pat of this

newdetter. If you old timers are not
included and you would like to
renew your membership, you know
how to do it. We know how easy it
isto forget so consider thisagentle
reminder. Folkswho are new to the
area may wish to wait till January.

Oh yes! We have precious few
email addresses. You've got mine
SO next time you're on line, send
me yours. Then if we have a non
publicized dive or between meeting
event, | can get the messageto y'al.



