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  After a short 
meeting our president, 
Andy Tomlin , gave a pres-
entation on commercial 
dive gear.    He started by 
showing us the Desco, an 
extremely heavy steel hel-
met, connected by umbili-
cal to a surface air supply, 
and not used so much any-
more after the introduction 
of the Kirby-Morgan and 
the Superlight.  The Desco 
attaches directly to the dry-
suit and keeps the head dry.  
The Desco was passed 
around the table, VERY 
carefully.      
 Next came the 
Kirby-Morgan, a wet mask 
which is much lighter, but 
harder to put on.   

After this Andy showed us 
the Superlight, another 
helmet, which keeps the 
head dry and connects to a 
collar that attaches to the  

 

...Patti Mason (for our 
ever busy Andy Tomlin) 

 We had twelve 
members attend the club 
meeting in June at Thai 
Peppers.   It was a good 
meeting, with good friends.
 Several members 
brought pictures of their 
trip to Cozumel, sharing 
memories of what they did 
and saw.  They had a bro-
chure provided that in-
cluded maps of all their 
dive locations.  Really 
q u i t e  so m et h i n g .   
 A ndy  br i ef l y 
spoke about the success of 
the May meeting at Station 
51 where many of us had 
the opportunity to brave 
flames and see if we could 
put out a gas and diesel 
fire.  A lot of fun and infor-
mation.    
 In addition Andy 
talked about some upcom-
ing dives with Wayne 
Strickland.  One is for this 
coming Saturday, going to 
the Ore/18 fathoms wreck.  
Joe says it’s a great dive, 

about 130 feet deep.  The 
second dive will be to the 
City of Houston on Sun-
day.  If members were in-
terested in either dive they 
are to contact Wayne 
Strickland directly or give 
Andy a call.  The dive to 
the City of Houston would 
be about $105, minus our 
club $10 discount.   For the 
month of July we will 
probably try Coastal Scuba 
for a featured club dive.  
 The July meeting 
will be held in Southport at 
Thai Peppers, where we 
will be treated to a wonder-
ful presentation by Mr.  
Ken Johns from the 
UNCW Diving & Marine 
Safety Office.  He will be 
speaking about the recov-
ery of the Monitor.  (More 
on this later in the newslet-
ter.)    
 The treasury is 
currently at $886.32, not 
including some withdraw-
als for newsletter costs and 
a few other miscellaneous 
items.    
 R i char d  and 
Patricia Bressler also 
brought us some informa-
tion about possible charter 
prices going to Eleuthera 
Island.   More on this later 
as we get more informa-
tion.     
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For the July meeting we’ ll 
have Mr. Ken Johns from 
the UNCW Diving &  Ma-
r ine Safety Office speaking 
to us about the recovery of 
the Monitor.   

SUPERLIGHT 



 

 Previously in Andy’s Florida 
adventure, I mentioned going AWOL 
from work to take a diving fundamen-
tals class.  This was not an advanced, 
technical, or cave class, simply a fun-
damentals class…..one of the toughest 
classes I ever took; definitely an exer-
cise in humility as I nearly did not 
pass.   
 Global Underwater Explorers 
is an international non-profit organiza-
tion with a wide range of underwater 
exploration, research, and training.  
They are dedicated to a regimented 
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collar that attaches to the dry suit.  Much 
easier to get on.  Andy also displayed an 
O’Neil dry suit used in commercial diving 
along with the shoulder harness, with lead 
weights used in lieu of a weight belt.
 Club member Sue Ellen was a 
trooper, as was Trex, and they both put on 
Kirby-Morgans, were hooked up to air and 
radio communications. 

 Finally a vacation!  I finally got a 
much needed break and an opportunity to 
get back in the water.  I started by taking a 
week off from work to dive in Florida, and 
then went AWOL (sort of) for an extra 
week to take a diving class.  (Trust me I am 
paying for the time off now!) 
 The first week was spent in Pom-
pano Beach Florida.  Located south of 
West Palm Beach and North of Fort 
Lauderdale, Pompano Beach area diving 
offers both reefs and wrecks for beginners 
through tech levels.  There are three reefs 
running parallel to shore a very short dis-
tance from the beach.  While there I dove 
on three wrecks and the second and third 
reefs.  Reef dives were performed as drift 
dives enabling virtually carefree navigation 
with an ability to relax and see more of the 
reef.  The location sported a large variety of 
tropicals with an abundance of Queen and 
French Angels, eels, puffers, file fish, lob-
ster and on and on.  The reefs were abun-
dant with corals, sea fans, and sponges.  
These seemingly tranquil forests beneath 
the sea provided that break from cell 
phones, engineers, and attorneys that I des-
perately sought.     
 Two of the wrecks I dove are 
worth mentioning.  The first is the SS Co-
penhagen, a steam ship that sunk on the 
reef in 1900 with a cargo of coal.  For years 
this wreck was largely above the water till 
used for target practice by the Navy (I be-
lieve during the first Gulf War).  The wreck 
is now in small pieces though the keel is 
recognizable.  It has virtually become part 
of the reef and is an archaeological pre-
serve for Florida.   The second is the Sea 
Emperor, a barge with concrete pipe, taken 
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A ndy ’ s F l or i da A dven t u r e 
by Andy Tomlin 

from its owners as a penalty for running 
aground on a reef, and sunk as an artifi-
cial reef itself.  I did not bother taking a 
camera down to photograph yet another 
barge….big mistake!  I came within 
three feet of two free swimming Moray 
Eels, one five feet and one six feet long, 
three  to four sting rays three feet wide, 
and a three hundred plus pound Jew 
Fish. All this on one dive!   
 Despite the weather conditions 
(three days I dove in three to five feet seas 
with an occasional six) “South Florida 
Diving Headquarters”  catamaran boats 
provided nice stable platforms from which 
to dive.        
(See www.southfloridadiving.com      
for more info.)    
 Three days were blown out (at 
least for me) with seas ranging from five 
up to an occasional ten feet.  On those 
days I took an airboat tour of the Ever-
glades, visi ted Butterf l y World 
(surprisingly enjoyable), Seaquarium in 
Miami, and the Imax Theatre in Ft. 
Lauderdale.  I also caught a glimpse of the 
Sea and Air Show in Ft. Lauderdale; lucky 
timing.  Seaquarium was bitter-sweet.  It 
was amazing to see the mamals interact 
with humans, (especially the dolphins and 
the Orka) but sad to see them in captivity. 
 The second part of my vacation 
turned out to be more intense than work 
(don’ t tell my boss I said that) and de-
serves a section of its own in this News 
Letter to follow.   

GL OBA L  
UNDERW A T ER 

EX PL ORERS  
T he Fundamen t al s of  B et t er  

D i v i ng  
by Andy Tomlin 
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This is an interesting one!  Many of us have been mentally compromised by the confuser (eh computer) on our wrist or console 
and a dive table is an antiquated part of our past.  Approaching this subject is a little tricky, however, since there are several dif-
ferent tables and approaches to decompression.  Additionally many of us are diving nitrox or trimix thus adding variations to the 
possible answers.  Hence, this back to the basics comes without answers, just questions.  You should be comfortable in answering 
the questions or reunite yourself with your old dive manual or other source of reliable information.    
 First, ask yourself, honestly, what is the limit of your training and experience.  Don’ t allow circumstances or peer pres-
sure to take you beyond your limits.  There are reasons open water classes limit the depth of your dive, and why there are addi-
tional classes and training to extend those limits.  Breathing gasses other than air should never be used without appropriate train-
ing and knowledge of the benefits and dangers associated with these mixes.     
 Now, with the legal disclaimers behind us, here are a few dives for you to plan based upon the breathing gas you are 
using.  Put the computers in the drawer and use your tables.  If you have trouble, then go back to the books or work through the 
answers with your buddy!  

DIVE TABLES  

A recent study by Seaworthy magazine, the specialty publication from BoatU.S. marine insurance, revealed that 8% of all boat 
fires were caused by fuel leaks.  While diesel fuel was an occasional culprit, 95% of fuel-related fires were caused by gasoline. 
The Seaworthy study found that aluminum fuel tanks are the most common source of leaks, and the most difficult – if not impos-
sible – to inspect.  A 1992 Underwriters Laboratory study on aluminum tank corrosion found the average service life for alumi-
num tanks is only 6.5 years.  If you can gain access to your tanks, regularly inspect them for the telltale sign of corrosion - white 
powder - before the tank©s integrity is completely breached by a pinhole. Often tanks corrode from the bottom, which makes 
holes difficult to spot.  www.boatus.com/seaworthy/default.asp.  

Safety Tidbits:  Gas in the Bilge 

 

 

 

 

1.  A dive to 60 feet for 40 
minutes yields what pressure 
group, and if you want to dive 
to 50 feet for an equivalent 
amount of time what would 
your surface interval be? 

 

 

 

 

2.  After a dive, Table 1 
shows you are in pressure 
group J.  What will your new 
pressure group be after a 32 
minute surface interval? 

 

 

 

 

3.  If you’ re in pressure group 
M after a surface interval, what 
is the residual nitrogen time 
(RNT) if you’ re planning a 
repetitive dive to 60 feet? 

 

4. What is the final pressure 
group (R,P,S,T) for the fol-
lowing repetitive dives: 

 

A. 50 ft / 40 mins; surface inter-
val: 1:00 hr, 2nd dive:  40 ft 
/ 60 mins. 

B. 60 ft / 30 mins; surface inter-
val: 30 min, 2nd dive:  50 ft / 
30 mins. 

C. 55 ft / 50 mins; surface inter-
val: 24 min, 2nd dive:  50 ft / 
30 mins. 

More Dive Table Nonsense next issue - but this time it’ ll be some basic questions and the answers provided. 
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philosophy of diving called “Doing It 
Right”  (DIR) patterned to enhance diver 
safety, confidence, and fun.  With an 
intense emphasis on proper (nearly uni-
form) equipment, technique, and experi-
ence some may consider their program 
too rigid.  But for those who maintain an 
open mind and are willing to alter their 
philosophical approach to diving, the 
rewards are outstanding. 
 Throughout the class I found 
myself asking why no one had told me 
what appeared to be very basic concepts.  
At times I considered myself fortunate to 
have survived dive experiences that I 
used to take for granted as “normal” .  
Much of this may be attributed to the 
philosophical differences between GUE 
and many other dive organizations. 
 GUE is dedicated to promoting 
diver safety and competence.  Their in-
structors are highly trained and experi-
enced.  While many organizations are 
endeavoring to “streamline”  diver train-
ing, enabling the sport to be open to vir-
tually everyone with a few hundred 
bucks in their pocket, GUE is endeavor-
ing to intensify the training, competence 
and safety of its divers.  Hence, more 
students obtain provisional status, or fail 
to pass the Fundamentals class, than 
those who pass in the first try. 
 Fundamentals of DIR is the first 
of a variety of classes offered by GUE 
including several levels of cave and tech-
nical diving.  Those interested may wish 
to visit their website at www.gue.com for 
more information.  

Reported May 21, 2004 

(Kill Devil Hills, N.C.) -- The massive 
great white shark videotaped last week 
off the coast of North Carolina was a rare 

sight in area waters, according to the ma-
rine researcher who "caught" the shark on 
tape.  Video captured on May 13th 
showed the huge shark swimming about 13 
miles offshore near Kill Devil Hills, N.C. 
And experts say it©s likely the shark has 
been off the coast of Virginia as well.
 The shark was videotaped by 
Charles Perry, who does bluefin tuna re-
search for Stanford University. Another 
marine researchers tells 13News that 
Charles Perry is the best in the business. 
Perry says in his 50 years of fishing and 
doing offshore research, he’s seen it all, 
like the time a blue marlin pulled a buddy 
right off the boat.   
 But Perry says that’s nothing 
compared to when a nearly 3000 pound 
great white shark swam up to him in the 
Outer Banks.   
 “ It was so large that it appeared to 
be at first two fish rather than one,”  said 
Perry. “As we came up behind it and the 

sun’s glare came off the water, I said, 
“Man, that is a great white!’ ”  
 Perry says great whites are un-
common in the area, and like most flesh-
eating predators, they are quite dangerous.
 And where is the shark now?
 “ It was traveling north when we 
saw it,”  said Perry.  
 Perry said there are two reasons 
the shark was so big, and either would 
make anyone near the water nervous.“
 Either it had ate a big feed, or it 
was pregnant, and it was likely pregnant.”  
If it was pregnant, the shark©s babies would 

be fairly large themselves. And hun-
gry. Devin Cage operates a 
charter fishing service in Wanchese, 
N.C. He had taken a party offshore 
on May 13th when they saw the 
adult female great white. "This 
shark was spotted from my charter 
boat, Poacher. It was swimming to 
the west in 120 feet of water 13 
miles off the beach in Rodanthe," 
Cage told WVEC.com. 

 At first, they saw the fin 
and thought it was a hammerhead 
shark. But then he says they got 
closer and knew it was much more.
 Perry took the video for 
verification.  
 Cage posted this note on his 
Web site:  "It©s really nice to think 
that we haven©t killed everything yet. 
That the ocean still has some mys-
tery to it and you just never know 
what you may encounter. We didn©t 
provoke the shark, poke it, try to kill 
it, hook it or injure it in any way. 
The last time we saw it, it was swim-
ming as if it didn©t have a care in the 
world."   
 Indeed, it©s the catch of a 
lifetime.   
 According to marine scien-
tists, great white sharks have a range 
in the Atlantic Ocean and are most 
likely caught in the summer between 
Cape Cod and North Carolina.
 There have been shark at-
tacks, some deadly, off the Virginia 
and North Carolina, but none was 
done by a great white. 
 A marine specialist at Stan-
ford University told 13News the 
shark seen that Perry©s videotape will 
likely stay away from shallow wa-
ters, near a shoreline, because it©s so 
large.�  
�

�

�  

IN THE NEWS ! !  

A Great White 

G.U.E. continued . . . 
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Is it a bird? Is it a fish? Or  is it even a 
walrus? 

 Or has a professional camera-
man from Chorley chanced upon a whole 
new species on the Lancashire coast 
while walking his dog?  When Martin 
Boardman went for a coastal stroll with 
his wife Penny and pet trail hound Patch, 
he never expected it to turn into a nation-
wide mystery that has puzzled park rang-
ers and zoologists alike.  

 Martin, from The Grove, 
chanced upon the rotting carcass in a 
secluded cove near Arnside and the pho-
tographs he took have since flummoxed 
marine and other wildlife experts.  The 
freelance cameraman, who is also a keen 
fisherman, said: "We were walking the 
dog when we happened upon this little 
cove and discovered this creature lying 
on the rocks.  "It was a bit of a mess and 
was badly decomposed. On first sight I 
thought it was a porpoise, but then I saw 
a long beak and was confused. But I 
think it©s definitely a mammal." 
 Scott Davidson, displays man-
ager at the Aquarium of the Lakes, Lake-
side, The Lake District, disagreed.  He 
said he was pretty certain that Martin©s 

mystery creature was in fact a 10-arm 
cephalopod mollusc.  The marine life ex-
pert said: "I reckon it©s a squid and its ten-
tacles have rotted away. But it©s a pretty 
big example – they only normally grow to 
around 1ft.  "Where you would presume 
the head is, you can see its beak and where 
it would pump out water. And if it was 
decomposing it would certainly have stunk 
– they©re notorious for that.  "What was 
seen as flippers could just be part of the 
decomposition. I©m 99% certain it is a 
squid." Martin, 47, is now contemplating 
the possibility that if it is a new species it 
might even end up named after him. 
 But for now the Boardmanesis, 
Boardmanatee or perhaps even the Board-
manemo, is the subject of an investigation 
that has moved on to the Institute of Zool-
ogy, at Regent©s Park, London.  Martin©s 
mystery mammal was described as two and 
a half feet long, with what he said was a 
"body like a sealion but the bony head of a 
bird".  It also had what appeared to be two 
flippers. The bottom of the beak was thin 
and longer than the top and the creature 
was a dark tan colour on its back but 
lighter underneath.   
 Frank Holding, a park ranger at 
Yarrow Valley Country Park, Birkacre, 
Chorley, was puzzled when he was shown 
Martin©s photos.  He said: "If an animal has 
been a long time in the water it may be 
unrecognisable from its original state.   "In 
my humble opinion I would have thought it 
was perhaps a walrus pup. Its tusks would 
not normally show at that age, but in this 
case the skin has decomposed." 
Other suggestions included a penguin, seal, 
or even a platypus.  
 But Martin was unconvinced and 
called Blackpool©s Sea Life Centre whose 
bosses passed on details of a marine rescue 
service.  Gail Platt, from Chorley, a marine 
mammal medic with British Divers Marine 
Life Rescue, said: "I couldn©t make out 
what it was, but thought it was more dol-
phin-like than anything else."   Martin 
added: "Gail©s boss passed on details to 

Paul Jepson, a zoologist based at 
London Zoo.   Based on the descrip-
tion he too is stumped, but he is now 
going to look at the photographs." 
 *  Can you help the Evening 
Post identify the mysterious beast? 
Ring the newsdesk on 01772 838103 
or e-mail: lep.newsdesk@lep.co.uk 
with your theories. 

 

 TOKYO (AP) - Radioactive 
plutonium particles from U.S. nu-
clear weapons tests in the Pacific 
some 50 years ago have been de-
tected for the first time in Japanese 
waters, researchers said Monday. 
 The particles were found in 
soil samples from Sagami Bay, 
about 50 kilometres southwest of 
Tokyo, researchers at the National 
Institute of Radiological Science 
said. The plutonium particles 
matched the fallout from the blasts at 
the Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Is-
lands, but they pose no environ-
mental risk, said research team 
leader Masatoshi Yamada. 
 Yamada said the particles - 
made of coral pulverized in the ex-
plosions - started accumulating in 
the bay soon after the weapons tests, 
which lasted from 1946 until 1958. 
 "We believe the plutonium 
was washed up toward Japanese 
waters by the ocean current," Ya-
mada said.   
 The United States con-
ducted 66 such tests as part of Op-
eration Crossroads. The atoll is part 
of the Marshall Islands, almost mid-
way between Hawaii and Tokyo.  

Mystery Beast Found On 
Shore 

From Prestontoday.net 

Plutonium 

Accumulating  
From http://cnews.canoe.ca 
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 Yamada said his team plans to 
conduct similar surveys at other Japanese 
shorelines, including on the Japan Sea 
and East China Sea, to determine how 
plutonium from the Bikini Atoll travelled 
to Japan over the years.   
 "If we can determine how the 
plutonium particles travelled around the 
world, we can predict what may happen 
in case of an emergency, such as a nu-
clear accident," he added.   
 The Bikini tests are well-known 
in Japan because 23 Japanese fishermen 
were contaminated by radiation when 
their tuna trawler was showered by fall-
out in the area in March 1954.  
 A radio operator of the boat 
died at age 40 from the effects of radia-
tion poisoning six months after the blast, 
followed by 11 others who died from 
liver ailments linked to the same cause.  

 

 ANCHORAGE, Alaska -- A 
small cruise ship catering to eco-tourists 
was seriously damaged after going hard 
aground at Akutan Pass in the Aleutian 
Islands.    
 The accident, which occurred 
Saturday night, punctured the 340-foot 
Clipper Odyssey©s forward fuel tank and 
forced 153 people to abandon ship, a Coast 
Guard official said yesterday. There were 
no reports of injuries.  
 The passengers fared better than 
the ship.    
 The ship "has substantial dam-
age," said Chief Warrant Officer Roddy 
Corr, with the Coast Guard on Unalaska 
Island.    
 Corr said the ship©s forward fuel 
tank was punctured on a rock, spilling 
about 5,000 gallons of diesel fuel. The tank 
had a capacity of 20,000 gallons. 

 Two empty spaces in the stern, 
called voids, also were ruptured and flooded. 
A gray water tank that holds waste water 
from sinks was flooded too.  
 Corr said swift currents made it 
impossible to clean up any fuel that was 
spilled Saturday night. Two Coast Guard 
flights of the area found little, if any, evi-
dence of a fuel spill.  
 "A lot of it has been dispersed," 
Corr said.   
 Two Coast Guard officers were 
headed yesterday afternoon to a nearby island 
to determine if the fuel had reached that 
shoreline.   
 The small cruise ship was refloated 
with the tide early yesterday. It arrived in 
Dutch Harbor on Unalaska about 7:30 a.m. 
Two divers were checking the ship yesterday 
afternoon for underwater damage. 
 The ship©s passengers were being 
put up at a local hotel and were trying to ar-
range for flights out of the area, Corr said.
 Between 60 and 70 passengers 
found accommodations in guest rooms at the 
Grand Aleutian Hotel and another 50 were 
put up in bunkhouses usually used for em-
ployees. The ship©s crew spent the night back 
on the ship, said Tom Enlow, general man-
ager of the hotel.   
 The accident occurred at about 9:15 
p.m. Saturday.   
 Good Samaritan vessels in the area 
carried the Clipper Odyssey©s 122 passengers 
and 31 crew members from the cruise ship to 
safety at Unalaska, about 800 air miles west 
of Anchorage, according to Lt. Asheley Bod-
kin.    
 Thirty-five crew members, two 
pilots and two Coast Guard personnel worked 
on the boat to determine its stability before it 
departed for Dutch Harbor about 20 miles 
away yesterday morning.  
 The Coast Guard sent cutters, a 
helicopter and an airplane to the scene. Fish-
ing boats and a freighter assisted in the res-
cue, Bodkin said.    
 Corr said the ship would not be 
allowed to leave Dutch Harbor until a dam-
age survey was completed and temporary 
repairs made. The ship would likely go to 
Kodiak or Ketchikan for permanent repairs.

   
 The ship was headed west 
along the Aleutian chain when the 
accident occurred. Clipper Cruise Line 
in St. Louis is the tour operator of the 
Clipper Odyssey. The cruise ship was 
on a 12-day cruise from Nome to 
Homer when the accident occurred on 
the seventh day, said Clipper Cruise 
Line spokesman Doug Bolnick.  

 A team of four Britons aim-

ing for a new Atlantic world rowing 
record have been battered by a freak 
wave just 610 miles (982km) from 
finishing their challenge.  
 Mark Stubbs, of Poole, 
Dorset, and his crew are rowing 
2,100 miles (3,380km) from Canada 
to Britain in an attempt to smash the 
55-day record, set in 1896. 
 They are hoping to raise 
£50,000 for the British Heart Foun-
dation.    
 The freak 45ft (14m) wave 
hit the team©s carbon fibre boat, Pink 
Lady, on Friday - but no-one was 
hurt.    
 Two weeks ago, the crew 
were forced to row 45 miles (72km) 
out of their way to avoid heavy 
storms, while just days after setting 
off on 30 June they faced storms and 
four times the usual number of ice-
bergs off Canada.  

Ecotour ist Cruise Ship 
Runs Aground 

From Seattlepi.com 

Freak Wave 

From BBCnews 
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 What better way to spend 
those ‘ rare days in June’  than to dive 
with Fifi in the Caicos Islands.  He 
has a newly designed catamaran that 
holds up to 20 divers but we were 
comfortable with fewer on most of 
our five dive 
days.  Caicos 
Adventures 
dives from the 
south side of 
the island 
with West 
Caicos and 
French Cay 
our destina-
tions.  Lunch 
was included 
with the two 
tank trips and 
we were back 
on the island 
by 2:30 or so.  
One could 
leave gear 
safely on 
board and the crew rinsed and rein-
stalled your BC on tanks before the 
next day’s dive.  They even had 63’s 
for my vertically challenged body… 
a real plus!  And I didn’ t remember 
to ask for them. 

 The dives were mostly walls 
with ledges of sand (limestone) and 
coral ‘bommies’ , lots of fish life, and 
grand visibility.  Our first dive on one 
day was through a chute with an an-
chor imbedded in corals… very dis-
tinct and encrusted with stuff.  Reef 
sharks with attendant remoras were 
spotted when paying attention to the 
blue abyss.  Trex’s film slipped a cog 
and the images of that were lost. 
Bummer.  We’ ll remember but can’ t 

share. Very fishy… the variety of 
tropicals made for a splendid REEF 
survey for us… and an exciting intro-
duction to the week.  
 On the second trip down, we 
were entertained by a feeding stingray 
being badgered by a queen trigger, a 
barjack, and a yellow tailed snapper 
hoping for a free meal of disturbed 
goodies.  The flats were filled with 
garden eels that, of course, disappeared 

if we got too close.   Elephant ear, 
huge barrel and tube sponges; large 
purple fans with flamingo tongues, 
whip, and black corals along with 
many flower, maze, brain, and lettuce 
corals provided habitat for the many 
damsels, hamlets, long jaw squirrel 
fish, harlequin bass, butterflies, file-
fish, trumpets of several colors, 
scrawled cowfish, Creole and other 
wrasses, chromis, angels, Nassau and 
black groupers, surgeons, goatfish, par-
rots (mostly princess and redband) and 
bunch more but this sen-
tence/paragraph is already too long for 
my English teachers of decades ago to 
let me include in any composition.
 On our mid-week day off, we 
took in the Caicos Conch Farm, “The 

world’s only sea farm that raises 
Caribbean Queens fit for a king” .  
Getting there was an experience.  
The taxi drivers wanted $75 for a 
two-hour commitment… no drop 
off and pick up, just two hours.  
Sooo, we hopped a local jitney 
that one could flag down and that 
would take you as far as you 
wanted to go, come back and 
pick you up upon call… much 

more rea-
sonably 
priced and 
that’s the 
way the na-
tives get 
around.  The 
conch farm 
was started 
by a marine 
biologist 
named Hess 
who was 
sailing from 
Mystic, CN 
on his way to 
the Virgin 
Islands.  The 
boat wrecked 
on Provo, he 

liked what he saw, and started the 
farm 30 years ago.  Interesting 
set up which we’ ll tell you about, 
if you care to know, at the next 
dive meeting.    
The reason for our trip was a 
celebration of our 20th anniver-
sary.  Diving strictures being 
what they are, Trex substituted 
Sprite as the bubbly round for the 
boat.  I might add, the real thing 
was enjoyed that evening by the 
pool.  We had a splendid anniver-
sary trip and would recommend 
‘Caicos Adventures’  with Fifi to 
all.  (diveucrazy@tci.tc)  
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Cape Fear Descenders 

P.O. Box 11123 

Southport, NC  28461 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  

Newsletter Keep members abreast of local diving information including offshore char-
ters, lake activities, meetings and social gatherings. 

Educational Provide interesting and educational guest speakers at each monthly meeting 
plus seminars and specialty courses. 

Network Through a central channel member or website, boatowners can link with 
member divers. 

Social Throughout the year the club will sponsor social events such as picnics, 
quarry or lake days, and the holiday banquet. 

Club membership is based on the calendar year January 1 through December 31.  Dues are $20 
for single memberships and $30 for family memberships to be prorated after July. 

NEXT MEETING:  JULY 13TH, 2004 

ARRIVE AT 6:30 FOR DINNER 

MEETING AFTERWARDS AT 7:00 

THAI  PEPPERS, SOUTHPORT 


